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It was the unyielding resistance of Stalingrad that turned the
tide and heralded the crushing blows which have struck dismay
into the foes of civilisation and freedom. To mark the profound
admiration felt by myself and the peoples of the British Empire,
I have given commands for the preparation of a Sword of Honour,
which it would give me pleasure to present to the city of Stalin-
grad. My hope would be that this gift might commemorate in
the happier times to come the inflexible courage with which the
warrior city steeled herself against the powerful and persistent
onslaughts of her assailants, and that it might be a token of the
admiration not only of the British peoples but of the whole civilised
world.
His MAJESTY KING GEORGE VI, to M. Kalinin on
the Twenty-Fifth Anniversary of the Red Army,
February 23, 1943.
In the name of the peoples of the United States I wish to
express to the Red Army, on the occasion of its twenty-fifth
anniversary, our deep admiration of its marvellous achievements,
unexampled in history. For many months, despite huge losses
in material, means of transport and territory, the Red Army did
not allow its powerful adversary to achieve victory. It stopped
them before Leningrad, before Moscow, Voronezh, in the
Caucasus, and finally in the immortal battles at Stalingrad.
The Red Army not only defeated the enemy, but launched the
great offensive which is still developing successfully along the
whole front from the Baltic to the Black Sea. The retreat that
has been forced on the enemy is costing him dear in men and
material and in territory, and reflects especially strongly on his
morale. Such achievements could only be accomplished by an
army that had skilful leadership, firm organisation, and the
requisite training, and, above all, the determination to defeat the
enemy without regard to its own sacrifices.
At the same time I wish to pay tribute to the Russian people
from whom the Red Army springs and from whom it receives
its man-power and equipment. The Russian people also gives
its whole strength to the war effort, and is making the highest
sacrifices. The Red Army and the Russian people have un-
doubtedly compelled the armed forces of Hitler to tread the path